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Celebrating 10 years of Message South Africa was a significant moment
for our team, and to top it all off we hosted one of our best Message
Nights to date.

Our partnership with Word of Life was another highlight, our Genetik
Sessions Day Camp and Hubs worked well with the SMASH team from
Jozi.

Our partnership with Scripture Union was another highlight, we initiated a
Youth training course called "Training Youth Leaders Together" or TYLT.

Together we trained up 27 leaders who represented 8 different churches
across the province.

Through Creative Mission we had 17 000 engagements with young people.
This was a massive encouragement to the team, as it's the most
engagements we've had of this nature since Covid.

Our Prisons and Enterprise team trained up 40 people through Job
readiness training and from that group trained up 15 Baristas. My highlight
is that 80% of these trained have found meaningful employment.

Our Run100Give100 fundraiser was an amazing team initiative led by our
brilliant Operations team. It was so encouraging to see so many of our
partners engage in this campaign.
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A NOTE FROM OUR
STREAM LEADERS



Mission Team, expanding our reach and deepening our
impact in communities across Cape Town and beyond.
Through a combination of live events, school programs,
church visits, holiday clubs and creative arts initiatives, we
have engaged with over 14,000 young people, offering
them hope, purpose, and a sense of belonging all whiles
pointing them to Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We hosted multiple Higher events, including our second
Higher Schools Week, where over 5,000 young people
were reached. Hundreds attended our Friday night
gatherings, with many making commitments to faith and
a life with Jesus.

Our BLOOM events continued to flourish, providing spaces
for young women to explore their identity and purpose in
Jesus. With 4 events held throughout the year, we
engaged over 350 girls and young women. This year’s
theme, You Were Made to Hold On, resonated deeply,
empowering attendees to hold onto Hope in Jesus,
community, and purpose.

Written by Christina Tucker,
Head of (reative Mission

Our Respect Me program expanded significantly,
engaging over 2,000 young people across eight
projects, tackling crucial topics like social media,
consent, and healthy relationships. Genetik Sessions
remained active in communities like Parkwood,
Kraaifontein, and Kewtown, providing weekly creative
workshops that inspire and equip young people.

The Genetik Sessions team also had 720 ongoing face
to face engagement through these weekly Hub visits.
Additionally, first Genetik Sessions camp saw 41 young
people gather for a great day of team building and
(reative learning, the second camp gathered 50 young
people for a day of mentorship and skills-building.

Through music, arts, and faith-driven initiatives, we
are committed to reaching the hardest-to-reach and
raising up a generation of young leaders who will
transform their communities for the better.




COMMUNITY ~<
TRANSFORMATION

Our Community Hubs are safe spaces for young people to
come and engage in fun-filled recreational activities, and
educational  support programs whilst also  being
developed in their faith. In the last year though we had
many hurdles to overcome, we remained confident in God
and as a result, we were privileged to see many of the
young people we worked with accepting Jesus as saviour.
On one occasion, our Nyanga team invited a group of
Rugby boys and girls to a holiday program, as part of this
program a short bible study and testimony session was
coordinated by our partner church Pastor (Pastor Kwanele
Yako) and at the end of it an Invitation was made all 21 of
these young people responded and accepted Jesus into
their lives.

—

In Jozi, our Hub coordinator started a program called
Spiritual Fitness in which he gathered with a group of
around 6-8 boys before school for some physical and
spiritual enrichment. After going through the Gospel of
John 6 of these young men had committed to Jesus
and are now committed members of the youth
ministry of our Partner Church. In Parkwood, we saw
great success with our education program, where we
again experienced a 100% pass rate thanks to the great
support from one of our partners. In Kewtown, we
worked with around 30-40 kids weekly through a
soccer program and were able to spend time praying
with them and sharing the word.

Through it all, God was with us and showed his hand in
all our endeavours.

Written by Enrico Van Der Poll,
Head of Community Transformation
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The Prison and Enterprise stream provides a support
system from prison, to reintegration, through to
employment, offering long term care for each
individual we work with. To enhance the Message
Enterprise Program’s ability to deliver on this mandate,
we partnered with Fincoach Foundation and Common
Good Foundation to offer the Job Journey course.

The course is centred on biblical understanding that
work is part of God’s plan. The content enables
individuals to feel loved, accepted, develop confidence,
and empower them with critical skills needed to
hecome job ready in a rapidly changing world. We had
21 participants graduate from the Job Journey course
and 19 from the barista course. 80% of graduates found
meaningful employment at establishments such as
Mugg & Bean, Xpresso Coffee, Krispy Kreme, Primi
World, and Jean-Paul Hair Salon.

Have you visited our Gangstar (afé in Mowbray
recently? Our focus in 2024 was on the long-term
sustainability and viability of the social enterprise
operations. This necessitated the closing of our cafes in
Durbanville and NI City to upgrade our Mowbray
operations and prepare for future growth and
expansion. We invite you to come see the changes and
get a taste of our daily specials.

S ANUVITS T Y

they will shingllike stars

At the end of 2024 there were four residents in the
Oaks Discipleship house. Since then, two residents have
transitioned out of the house. Both are working full-
time which enabled them to move to the next phase of
their reintegration journey. Please continue to pray for
them as well as the two remaining residents who will
he moving to the next phase early in 2025.

We thank the Lombard Insurance Chairman’s fund for
their donation towards renovations for the house. With
these funds we addressed damp issues in the living
room area and one of the bedrooms as well as an
upgrade to the communal bathroom. We continue to
seek corporates from the construction or property
development industry to adopt the house as a (Sl
Project to assist us with other maintenance
requirements in the house.

Written by Ingrid Kalie-Moses,
Head of Prisons & Enterprise
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INTRODUCING ‘JUST I}

BREATHE’

MAY

Chrissy T is on a mission to uplift and inspire young people through her

music in her latest EP, Just Breathe.

Formerly of the band Twelve24, ChrissyT has always been
driven by a passion for positively impacting others
through her art. With a history in writing, performing, and
teaching, Chrissy T's career has been marked by a love for
the arts and a commitment to helping others grow. As a
worship leader for over 18 years, she has dedicated herself
to teaching vocal skills and performance styles.

At the heart of her music is a desire to empower and
inspire, especially young people. Her latest EP, Just
Breathe, offers a collection of songs designed to resonate
with listeners, instilling confidence in their identity and
purpose. Each track reflects Chrissy T's unwavering faith
and dedication to uplifting others and sharing the
gospel.

One listener shared how Chrissy T's music helped them
embrace their God-given identity, with the song “Hold
Your Crown” standing out as a favorite that embodies
the message of identity.

HOPE IN HANOVER

PARK

Meeting with over 1,000 young people in one week, Message South Africa
had an incredible Higher Tour in Hanover Park.

Hanover Park is an area where gangsterism and violence are a regular part of each day, and many young people get

involved with this as a way to find community and safety - but we know there is a better way. Teams took to the
streets to share the love of Jesus with those they met, headed into schools with lessons and assemblies to empower
and equip young people to make healthy choices, and invited the young people they met to the end-of-week
evangelistic concert where they could hear the gospel of Jesus shared boldly from the stage.

At the concert, 135 young people came along for truth-filled music and heard how loved they are by God. When CEO,
Shaun Pretorious, shared the gospel, 21 people responded and accepted Jesus into their lives. Now, they ‘re getting
plugged into local discipleship alongside local churches.




JESUS IS THE WAY

Our Creative Missions team, along with our Academy students, hosted our
annual Holiday Club in Citrusdal, a farm area in partnership with the
Hebron Community Projects (HCP).

This year, in one of our annual missions trips to Citrusdal, we welcomed over 180 children from grades 1to 7, along
with 50 teens and their farm leaders. The theme for the week was “Jesus is the Way,” guiding our activities and
interactions throughout the program.

The holiday club featured a variety of engaging activities, including themed crafts, deeper
dives into the Word, games, and a massive sports day. We also incorporated Genetik Session
workshops focusing on vocals, rap, poetry, and dance. One of the highlights of this year’s
club was the active participation of local teens who, although not officially part of the
program, recognized the importance of serving their younger peers. In a community where
young people often face challenges related to drug and alcohol abuse, it was heartening to
see these teens embrace their roles as positive role models while still enjoying the childlike
spirit of the holiday club.

We concluded the week with an invitation for the kids to commit to “live with Jesus every day,” reinforcing our
theme. To celebrate, we organized a concert for the parents, showcasing the incredible talent of the kids. Many
parents left astonished by the hidden abilities of their children, further affirming the transformative power of our
Holiday Club.
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THE HIGHER TOUR
GOES BACK TO

PARKWOOD

The Higher Tour is an initiative that collaborates with local churches to
organize large-scale evangelistic events aimed at reaching thousands of

young people.

Through innovative schools work, gigs, and community
initiatives, the Higher Tour spreads the message of hope
and salvation to youth across various communities.

Earlier this year, the Higher Tour returned to Parkwood
and during the week, our team took to the streets and
headed into schools using music and testimonies as a
platform to share the gospel and invited young people
to a Friday night Higher concert! Over 200 young people
gathered at the concert for an evening of engaging
performances, testimonies and a gospel message and
the young people were impacted by the love of Jesus
Christ in a tangible way.

So many lives y,
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coming back to Park )
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One of the most remarkable outcomes of the Higher Tour
event in Parkwood was the significant number of young
people who decided to respond to the gospel.

Witnessing lives transformed and hearts touched by the
grace of God was a testament to the power of collective
efforts and unwavering faith. The success of the Higher
Tour event in Parkwood highlights the importance of
community engagement and collaboration in spreading
the gospel. By partnering with local churches and
investing in innovative outreach strategies, the Higher
Tour continues to make a lasting impact on the lives of
young people, empowering them to embrace faith,
hope, and redemption.

Higher Tour 2019






COMMUNITY
TRANSFORMATION
TURNS THE PAGE!

Community Transformation has seen one of their young
boys from one of our Community Hubs turn the page!

Despite facing significant challenges at home this young boy’s determination to succeed
remains unwavering. A few years ago during an assessment of the reading age of some
of our young people, it was discovered that many of them had reading ages that were
5-6 years younger than it was supposed to be.

Over the last 18 months, our team has been working tirelessly, in partnership with Youth
In Transformation, to see change in the area of education. Many of our hub attendees,
including this young person, face many hurdles and sometimes even arrive at school on
an empty stomach. Yet, this young boy’s difficult circumstances have not deterred him
from striving for excellence.

Remarkably, this young person is the top student at our Community Hub in Parkwood,
consistently achieving high marks with an impressive average of 7s every year. Just last
term, he earned six certificates, a testament to his hard work and dedication.

This story is a powerful reminder of the strength and resilience of our young people and
a testament to the team on the ground. Despite the adversity our young people face,
they continue to excel academically and set an example for others. This journey
underscores the impact of support and determination, proving that even in the
toughest conditions, success is possible.



https://message.org.za/dna-holiday-club-highlights-be-transformed/
https://message.org.za/dna-holiday-club-highlights-be-transformed/
https://message.org.za/dna-holiday-club-highlights-be-transformed/

HOW OUR RESPECT ME
TEAM IS TRANSFORMING
LIVES IN SCHOOLS
ACROSS CAPE TOWN

What a year it has been for the Respect Me team! As we reflect on our
journey, we're thankful to be able to share some of our key highlights from
2024.

The Respect Me team kicked off the year with an exciting new partnership at Valpark Primary in Valhalla Park,
venturing into an area where we had never worked before. The demand for our Girls Course has been nothing
short of overwhelming. We listened to the needs of our community and responded with urgency, successfully
delivering back-to-back sessions. So far, we’ve completed four Girls Course projects, impacting students in special
needs schools and homes for pregnant teens and young women in crisis. It's been heartening to witness the
resilience and strength of these learners as they engage with the program.

Our original goal for the year was to reach three new schools. We are thrilled to announce that we have exceeded
that target by reaching eight new schools so far this year! Each new partnership has allowed us to connect with
diverse communities, allowing us to engage with more young people than ever before. We've hosted three
Respect Me-specific school assemblies this year, whilst these assemblies are an awesome way to encourage a
whole school, they also serve as an introduction, helping learners and educators become familiar with our team
and understand the purpose behind our programs.

As we approach another year, we are excited to keep this momentum going. We have plans to deliver our schools
project at two new schools: Kewtown Primary and Vista Nova High. We’re celebrating our successes while keeping
our eyes on the future. This year has been a significant win for our team, and it’s only the beginning. We're
grateful for the support from our partner schools and the incredible learners who inspire us every day. Together,
we’re making a difference, one school at a time.
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AN INSIDE SCOOP ON
GANGSTAR CAFE, WHERE
COFFEE BREWS CHANGE

At Gangstar Café, mornings begin long before our doors officially open at
7 a.m. As one of the first to arrive, I'm often met by the quiet stillness of
the shop—a calm moment before the day begins.

My day at Gangstar (afé begins with setting up the coffee machine, which takes about 15-20 minutes to heat up.
Then, it’s off to the kitchen to bake treats and prepare the café for customers. By 7 a.m., we’re ready for our first
regulars who grab a quick coffee before heading to work. The early morning vibe is my favourite, with people
seeking either a caffeine boost or a peaceful moment before the day begins.

One common question is, “Gangstar? Are you all Gangsters?” | always share the story behind the name: “Gang is the
past, but STAR is the future.” Gangstar Café is about transformation—giving second chances and helping people like
me find a place to shine. Customers often ask, “Does buying coffee here really make a difference?” and the answer is
yes. Every cup supports ex-offenders as they rebuild their lives.

What | love most is the connections we make with people.
Each cup of coffee is an opportunity to meet someone new or
catch up with a familiar face. Coffee here is more than a
drink; it’s a bridge to new stories and a daily reminder that
everyone deserves a fresh start. So, next time you're in the
area, grab a cappuccino and be part of the change.

Written by Nicole Marthinus and Lunigswa Sidukwana

Scan here to
watch Lungr’s story
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BLOOM - FOUR
EVENTS FOR FOUR
YEARS OF GROWTH!

This year has been nothing short of amazing for the Bloom team, as we
celebrate four impactful events in just one year.

From the first gathering in May to the recent Bloom event in Uganda, we’ve seen incredible transformation in young
women through faith, music, and life skills. Year 1 of Bloom was just the start, with the theme ‘You Were Made to
Bloom.” By Year 2, the team reached 180 young people under the theme ‘You Were Made to Fly.” In Year 3, we tripled
our reach with three impactful events in Cape Town and Citrusdal, centered on “You were made to wear your crown,”
encouraging attendees to stay committed to God and embrace their identity in Christ.

In Year 4, Bloom surpassed all expectations, with four successful events, including the recent Bloom Uganda. The
energy at each gathering—whether in Citrusdal, Cape Town, or Uganda—was contagious. Young women came
together to be empowered, inspired, and equipped to live out their God-given potential. The Bloom Uganda event
was a powerful moment in the movement, bringing even more young women together to stand for what is right.
With each event, the Bloom movement continues to grow, and we look forward to the many more to come, inspiring
and equipping young women to embrace their true potential.

In a community with a history of war trauma and hopelessness, the Bloom Uganda event was a breath of fresh air, a

— testament of a new dawn, Hope arising... and a reshaping of identity. from the decor, roses for each girl, face
' painting, gift packs, music, to conversations on faith and life skills; a statement was made that the girls were indeed

of great value and worth beyond their history and current circumstances; they truly felt seen.

~\ They were not just offered a day of fun but Christ Himself: Christ the ultimate and greatest Treasure. Christ their ever
/ present help in time of need. Christ their maker and friend and the only one in whom their true identity is found.
~ Great comfort was found in the realisation that there is Help and Hope on the uncertain path of life; Hope that we

shall continue to fan through continued discipleship.

Esther - Message Uganda Office Manager
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TRAINING YOUTH
LEADERS TOGETHER
WITH SCRIPTURE
UNION.

Training Youth Leaders Together Conference 2024: Empowering the Next
Generation with Scripture Union Western Cape and The Message Trust
South Africa.

In October, youth leaders gathered at Mowbray Presbyterian Church for the impactful Training Youth Leaders
Together Conference, hosted by Scripture Union Western Cape (SUWC) in partnership with The Message Trust South
Africa. The event aimed to equip leaders with the skills to engage effectively with Gen Z (ages 12-25).

The conference featured three main sessions:
1. Digital Discipleship - Strategies for reaching Gen Z through social media.
2.Mental Health and Faith - How youth leaders can support young people’s mental well-being with faith-based
solutions.
3.Empowering a Generation - Inspiring ways to mobilize Gen Z for service, justice, and Gospel impact.

Attendees also enjoyed a lunchtime expo, connecting with youth ministry organizations like J-Life, Rocklands Centre,
Youth Alpha, and Uzwelo Youth Development, which offered valuable resources and networking opportunities.

The event was a significant success, with overwhelmingly positive feedback from attendees. We're proud to partner
with key organizations across the Western Cape and beyond to make a lasting impact on youth groups, young
people, and churches. We look forward to continuing to equip youth leaders at future events!
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SAKUMZI RUGBY SPRINTS
TO VICTORY

Since its launch in 2019, the Nyanga Hub has been a source of hope and
opportunity in the community, supporting young people through education
and sport.

The Hub offers tutoring to equip students with the skills needed to succeed academically, while sports—especially
soccer and rughy—serve as a powerful tool for engagement, relationship-building, and sharing the love of Jesus.

Through soccer teams, the Hub provides a safe space where young athletes not only improve their skills but also
grow in character and faith. The Message Trust’s partnership has been instrumental in making this impact possible,

reflecting a deep commitment to serving the community.

A recent highlight was the 10s Rugby Tournament, where Nyanga Hub’s team triumphed 31-12 over Primrose Nyanga.

Avile, a standout player, showcased his speed and skill, helping secure the victory. His performance highlighted the
values of teamwork, dedication, and perseverance that the Hub instills. The Nyanga Hub continues to be a force for
change, offering education, sport, and community support to empower young people like Avile to thrive.
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EXPANDING
INTO
AFRICA



THE MESSAGE IN
AFRICA

Prepared by Shaun Pretorius

As Message we believe that God gave us a vision to "Expand into Africa",
and in December 2024 we saw this become a reality.

After years of preparation, our African Development Director, Tim Tucker, led a team of 37 individuals to serve at the
launch of Message Uganda. Nineteen of the individuals in this team were from South Africa, and three of the nineteen
were from Message South Africa.

In the buildup to the festival, which took place from 12-14 December, the team served in various ways. We preached
at local churches, had teams cleaning the streets in Bombo, hosted evangelism outreaches in different communities
and we even hosted a football and netball tournament.

The festival itself was amazing, we had guest artists and speakers from all over the world serving within our team.
We saw 8517 attendees at the festival and witnessed 748 recorded salvations. We're excited to see all God has
planned for greater Africa... So watch this space!
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NOTES FROM THE
TREASURER

Prepared by Michelle Davidson (Treasurer)

This financial report is a consolidation of the financial
information for The Message Trust South Africa, Gangstar
Enterprise Development and Message Africa, whose funds
are held in trust, covering the period March 2024 to
February 2025. The information is unaudited.

The year has been incredibly tight from a financial
perspective with a decrease in income across the board
resulting in a total income of R 6 875 912 compared to R 7
398 439 in 2023/2024. The Message Trust particularly has
struggled with cashflow in the second half of the year,
however, by the grace of God salaries were able to be paid
every month so far. The end of the year reflected a small
surplus of R 71 461 spread over the different entities as
follows:

The Message Trust South Africa - R 238 567 (deficit)
Gangstar Enterprise Development R 221190 (surplus)
Message Africa R 88 838 (surplus)

GRANTS &
DONATIONS

GENER I

OTHER .
INCOME

0 1000000

GANGSTAR
SALES

ANNUAL INCOME
COMPARISON

2000000

Gangstar income includes a generous donation to
purchase the coffee roastery from NuBean (afé who
have been operating on the Gangstar premises, enabling
Gangstar to bring the roastery in-house, save on the
purchase of coffee beans and add coffee bean sales as an
income stream.

Total expenditure of R 6 804 451 has reduced by 7% from
2023/2024's R 7 323 158 despite the increasing cost of
living. Through the finance and operation’s team’s
careful control of spending the organisation has
managed to keep expenditure below budget and within
cash constraints.

Following the employment of Grant Irlam as Finance
Officer mid-way through the year, it was possible to
bring the bookkeeping and financial management in-
house, saving costs on outsourced support. Grant and
the finance team have significantly improved the
accuracy of the financial information and timely
preparation of useful reports providing a clear picture of
the financial position.

@® 24-25 23-24
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EXPENDITURE BY
COSTING GROUP

1% COMMUNICATIONS

6% DEPRECIATION

1%

3% GENERAL EXPENSES

1% GOVERNANCE & PROMOTIONS
2% OFFICE COSTS

52% PERSONEL COSTS

7% PROFFESSIONAL SERVICES
0% RESOURCES & MATERIALS
3% TRAINING & EVENTS

9% TRAVEL & TRANSPORT

FUND VALUE

ACCUMULATED FUNDS PRIOR YEARS CURRENT
SURPLUS
SPECIFIC FUNDS

REPRESENTED BY

FIXED ASSETS

CASH & CASH EQUIVALENTS
CURRENT ASSETS
RECIEVABLES

LESS

PAYABLES

V)
=

EXPENDITURE BY
STREAM

44% OPERATIONS & TRAINING*
18% GANGSTAR CAFE
17% COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION

*INCLUSIVE OF MESSAGE AFRICA

R 13 029 104
R 71 460
R 307 837

R 12 399 468
R 536 963
R1078 166
R 40 267

R 646 463
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WE'D LIKE TO EXPRESS DEEP GRATITUDE TO THE
FOLLOWING IN GIVING AND IN PARTNERSHIP

MERGON FOUNDATION | CAPITAL GRO | THE W AND D MOLYNEUX
FOUNDATION | THE OLIVE GROVE | THE DORCAS TRUST | OMEGA
AIR | THE BLACKBIRD GROUP | TREE OF LIFE | HAGGIE
CHARITABLE TRUST | THE SOWERS TRUST | THE TRUE SOUTH
FOUNDATION | NEDGROUP CHARITABLE TRUST | MOUTON CITRUS
| XL TRANSIT | REINHARD BASSON | THE MESSAGE TRUST
INTERNATIONAL FAMILY | NATION BUILDER | INHARMONIE |
LOFDALE INTERNATIONAL CHURCH | YOUTH IN
TRANSFORMATION | JOB JOURNEY | REDBAND BARISTA
ACADEMY | AOG KRAAIFONTEIN | ALCOHOL AND DRUG
CONCERNS-CAPE | WORD OF LIFE | GROUND UP | PRIMI WORLD |
HEBRON COMMUNITY PROJECTS | THE MOUTON FOUNDATION

We’d like to say a big thank you to every organisation, Trust, Foundation,
individual, hero, partner, and volunteer who has contributed to the vision and
mission of The Message Trust South Africa. We could not have done this without
you. We’d like to make special mention to our ‘Heroes’ monthly donors who
continue to partner with us through monthly giving.

We would also like to make a special mention to our Community Hub partner
Churches New Cross Roads Baptist Church, Reconciliation Ministries, GodFirst Jozi
East, New Destiny Christian Church and Calvary Baptist Mission for their ongoing

partnership and commitment to community development.
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BE A HERO

Sign up to make a once off or monthly donation and become
a Message Hero

What does your donation do?

Your R50 sponsors one day of transport for a young person’s travel to
attend our Job Journey training. This means helping youth at risk find
a space where they can develop skills that will help them finds job
opportunities

Your R100 helps us get our teams in front of 200 young people in a high
school with Respect Me. This means we can cover topics such as self-
esteem, sex & relationships, healthy relationships and so much -_E'::m L=l

more helping young people make healthy choices. - _l-_:

HI PO

Your R250 can sponsors five young people to receive an hour of =150
educational support in our Nyanga Hub.This means that your donation - T
could be the difference of a young person receiving the extra SCAN HERE
attention in their education that they need. TO BE A HERO

gmessage

SOUTH AFRICA

61-65 Main Road Mowbray, Cape Town, 7700.
Tel: +27 (21) 685-1535
Info@message.org.za

www.message.org.za SCAN FOR FULL BROCHURE

n @messagesouthafrica
@message_trust_sa

CONTACT US




